T.BrendlerJ.N.EloffA.Gurib-FakimL.D.PhillipsAfrican Herbal Pharmacopoeia2010Graphics Press LtdRue des Oursins, Baie du Tombeau, Mauritius978-99903-89-09-8E-mail:graphicpress@internet.muWebsites:www.amazon.comwww.aamps.orgPrice: $125.00, Hardcover, 324 pages  by Van Staden, J.
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
South African Journal of Botany 77 (2011) 806
www.elsevier.com/locate/sajbBook reviewAfrican Herbal Pharmacopoeia, T. Brendler, J.N. Eloff,
A. Gurib-Fakim, L.D. Phillips (Eds.), 2010, Graphics
Press Ltd., Rue des Oursins, Baie du Tombeau, Mauritius,
Price: $125.00, Hardcover, 324 pages, ISBN: 978-99903-
89-09-8, E-mail: graphicpress@internet.mu, Websites:
www.amazon.com
It is significant that whilst the African Continent houses
roughly a quarter of the world's plants and these are extensively
used in Traditional Medicine in Africa only 8% of African plant
species are used commercially in Europe, probably because in
contrast to plants from Asia, African traditional knowledge has
not been recorded in a written form. Up to now there has never
been an African Herbal Pharmacopoeia produced covering
plants from Africa. Whilst the present book only touches the tip
of the iceberg it represents a major breakthrough in our mindset.
It is no longer possible to rely on oral transfer of traditional
uses of African plants to document knowledge transfer from
generation to generation, especially if it is to be used widely.
The efforts of the Editors of this book must therefore be
applauded in that it brings together information about literature
on the names, distribution, plant parts used, major ethnophar-
macological uses, chemical constituents, safety data, interna-
tional trade and conservation status of 51 of the most widely
used plants of Africa. The authors are quite explicit that this
is the start of what they refer to as a web-based “living
pharmacopoeia” that will hopefully be continuously expanded
to keep it relevant and up to date.
One of the strong points of this book is that many different
role players from all over Africa including scientists, growers,
exporters and importers of herbal medicines were involved and
that there was a consensus on which species should be included.
Funding was received from different European Union agenciesdoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2011.05.005to produce thiswork. From the list of contributors and international
reviewers it is clear that the value of this work cannot be disputed.
A weak point is that the authors of the different monographs were
not identified.
The book is well presented and includes up to date taxonomic
data, good photographs for comparison, tentative “identifica-
tion” by TLC fingerprinting and near infrared spectroscopy, nice
distribution maps, chemical structures, guidelines for chemical
identification and standard pharmacological properties. It should
be particularly useful for scientists and students working in the
ethnobotanical field because gaps where no information is
available has been identified. No doubt Traditional Healers
and Traders will also benefit from the available documented
information. The main aim of this work was to increase the
market share of African medicinal plants in Europe by making
well documented information on efficacy, safety and quality
control of African medicinal plants available to legislators and
importers of herbal medicines. This book should find a place
on the shelves of all Libraries in Africa and abroad. One
positive outcome of this project is that the Association for
African Medicinal Plants Standards that managed this project
was formed. This organisation plans to use the funds raised to
expand this work in future years to cover many of the lesser
known plants used in Traditional African Medicine.
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